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The official newsletter of the Orange County Soaring Association Fourth Quarter 2009

The Orange County Soaring As-
sociation is a non-profit organi-
zation that was established in
1959 to promote and teach
soaring and provide soaring ac-
tivities for association members
and their families.

Our general meetings are usu-
ally held on the third Saturday of
each month. In addition to re-
viewing club business, our gen-
eral meetings include social ac-
tivities and programs covering a
variety of topics related to the
sport of soaring.

For more information about the
club, email Membership
Chairman Jeff Donoho:
mem_officer@ocsoaring.org

Club operations are conducted
at several Southern California
gliderports. For information go to
http://www.ocsoaring.org/
Clublnfo/locations.htm

Zero Sink is published quarterly.
Please email contributions to
web_master@ocsoaring.org
Contributions may be edited for
content.

General Mailing Address:

OCSA
P.O. Box 5475
Buena Park, CA 90622

OCSA Takes A Licking But Keeps On Ticking!!!

Another year has come to an end. To quote DicKeal® of Two Cities, “It was

the best of times and it was the worst of times."ddsalyou have been under a rock

and have not been monitoring developments on our Google S&Mmsgroup, you
know the worst so for now let’s focus on the “best of tiilhes

One thing that attracts someone who stays with our cluie isamradeship that
can be enjoyed when we share a higher goal. Whether in aterelabtask of de-
veloping new soaring pilots, or as an afterglow of tearkvaghieved in efficient
winch launches, or the steeling up of our backbones iratteedf a government
encroachment of our right to fly, OCSA becomes a vehiclaricopportunity
which is so often missing in modern life. The chanceraee fulfillment. It is diffi-
cult to make others...the smug, the dumb, the scared, grebdy...realize the
essential passion for life that is achievable whenteuedstogether with our com-
bined oars in the water propelling our passenger ship towa@si@mon goal.
Such a feeling intensifies as a result of adversitysarcth are the times that OCSA
is passing through. OCSA was on a great roll at the begmf this year...until
the County took away the punchbowl!

This year has seen the club’s 50th year of existence cadlwéh a gathering of
founders, foundlings, and free spirits which will probablyerebeen seen again.
Our stationing of the G103 in Tehachapi was a success whickmavid be ech-
oed at California City with its winter wave opporturstid he adoption of new
training materials brought our training mission up to woldgs Our ground
launch activity was probably tripled as our winch teaoved out the possible.
Many member badges and “personal bests” have been achtemeud: ship or two
have been added to the private fleet.

End of the year is the time to post your best flights to aline“Just For Fun”
contest and if you have a trophy from last year sitting em gwntel, it's time to
give it back so the next honoree’s name can be engraved fotyiigrpe

To bring all this good cheer together, we have our HolidayrdsvRarty coming
up the afternoon of Sunday, Dec 6th. The Orr Family haseoffineir Tustin
house for the event. More info is elsewhere in thisasgfwero Sink. Everyone is
encouraged to attend.

Down but not out...that's OCSA...

see you and yours at the AvRady!
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Board of Directors Ex-Officio Members Flight Instruction
President: Membership: Please contact the Flight
Larry Tuohino  (949) 548-7968 Qeﬁ Donoho (562) 868-2190 Ire e orendl T athEnee
larswan@aol.com jdonoho@aol.com by phone or email so they
Vice President: Zero Sink Editor & webmaster: know they are needed on
Chris Mannion ~ (951) 599-4285 Roger Worden  (714) 998-2044 |their scheduled days. They
zoomie83@roadrunner.com rsworden@aol.com are under no obligation to
Secretary: Flight Instructors appear at theairport
Roger Worden  (714) 998-2044 unless notified.
rsworden@aol.com Mary Rust (951) 927-6236 L
maryflies@roadrunner.com Ve prellrnlr_lary mstructor
Treasurer: scheduleislisted in the cal-
Steve Wilems  (714) 241-8252 Peter Foley (619) 501-0695  |endar in each issue of Zero
stevewillems07 @yahoo.com paddyboyfoley@yahoo.com Sink. Always check the
Maintenance: Tony Terrigno  (760) 772-8480 |OCSA web sitefor thelat-
Tony Davis (951) 927-0161 @_terrigno@msn.com est schedule.
divtofly@msn.com Dave Raspet  (714) 962-8575
Operations: raspets@aol.com Minutes from General and

Nick Ounanian  (909) 823-8625
nounanian@att.net

Board meetings can be found on

John Chapman (805) 402-4235 1, "Members page of the OCSA

john.p.chapman@yverizon.net

web site.
Safety:
Jerry Clark (562) 430-9737
jerryandclaire@verizon.net
Flight Operations Membership Fees Dues
Club operations are conducted witeeneral Membership  $25.00 Monthly dues and any past-due
the following aircraft: Flight Group initiation $300.00 amounts are payable on the first pf
Student initiation $150.00 each month. Send checks to:
Grob 103 N158SS Family initiation $150.00
Blanik L-13  N82756 Flight Group monthly ~ $55.00 OCSA _
Blanik L-13  N25BS Student Flight Group ~ $25.00 C/O Steve Willems
PW-5 N982PD Family Flight Group ~ $25.00 3496 Wimbledon Way

Discount: Pay for 11 months up Costa Mesa, CA 92626

front, and get 1 month free.

Congratulations to Members Achieving Their Goals

Steve Willems achieved his Private Pilot-Glider certificate, and a@glia Jantar open class sailplane.
Tim Guckes achieved his Private Pilot-Glider rating.

Jerry Clark achieved his Gold badge, and his Diamond goal leg.

Larry Tuohino placed in the top 30 of the worldwide On Line Contest.

Roger Worden passed written tests for Commercial and Instructorgst
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First Flight in an Open Class Ship
By Steve Willems

Take-off: ground roll, “Rudder, rudder, rudder; don’t even thindua steering with the ailerons. They exist solely for
keeping the (where-do-they-end) wings level”. These were theutaids from my instructor.

On tow: my first thought -- why is the tow plane slowing dowviten will the slack come out of this rope? If | pull, will
| fly past the tow plane?

The first turn: needs rudder; the second, more rudder; tlie &vien more rudder. Finally got it -- rudder, rudder, rudder,
and then start to think about turning.

Flight: my first impression -- THE WORLD IS WITHIN MGLIDE SLOPE. After soaring, for a time | thought “let’s
burn off some altitude” -- 7,000 ft., 55 mph negative flapsntak up to 100+ mph. The aircraft goes from a low pitch
wisely to melodies hum. The vario is just a blur now whetdenly windmills on the horizon as the S ridge disappears
behind the canopy. Slowing back down to 55 mph and returnindapigelfack normal to evaluate, a quick glance at the
instruments reveal what had not been expected.

I’'m now at 8000 ft. In the next two hours | went from the nucshp, three sisters, the S ridge, Ramona Bowl, behind
the reservoir, across town, hang-glider hill and back tdNthemp more times than in the last 2 years of flyingeahet.
After many speed-runs to the S and back and flying most afaheat best L/D, it was time to see what minimumk si
was like. One click of positive flaps and slowed down toimum sink... Well, went past the first time withitde
shudder. The right wing dropped nose down and | overcomgensatthe rudder and it recovered in 200 ft.. Next try
found the craft and | in a very slow right hand turnra®@ minutes with the vario reading 50 ft per minute down and
having gained 100 ft. | knew the gauges were probably not tbatede, but began to wonder after seeing all the other
glass ships drop out of the sky. Was | the last ship upitked the spoilers and started the descent home.

Landing: finished my checklist very early as instructedd Hetually practiced more than once at altitude inclyflyx

ing a full pattern, then entered the pattern at 65 mphlewdlie pattern with the spoilers out about 1.5 inches. Liped
on the landing area and adjusted dive brakes to get on glge JILAR, then moved the dive brakes in about half an
inch to slow the descent. TLAR. When | went to flaredved the stick back about 1 inch which worked for they®G
was too much for the Jantar. We ballooned a little badtited back down nicely and eased back with just areifor
less on the stick and touched down smoothly. As | pulled thieespon full, | could feel the weight transfer to thad-
ing gear and | was down. With the spoiler fully deployed leftyarm was trapped. When | lifted my left arm outddn
vertently dropped the left wing and recovered quickly,itostill touched. | focused on keeping the wings perfectiglle
and vowing that it would not happen again. | reachedtpagtick to pull the brakes and bumped the stick. Assl wa
pulling, the right wing dropped but recovered before it touched.

As we rolled to a stop and popped the canopy, | realizes]:we were the last ship to land on the last day ofrglide
flights at Hemet-Ryan Airport. It was the best and thestvd hope what comes next will bring as much education,
world recognition, commerce and joy to Hemet-Ryan asagted0 years of soaring has, but | doubt it.

Distance Distance

2009 Dust Devil Dash Place Pilot Glider Landing Place | (Actual) | (Handicap)
OCSA Contestants 5 Larry Tuohing PIK-20D-78 Elko, NV|  420.24 399.23
6 Jerry Snedde]  ASW-20A Elko, NV| 422.10 381.16

i |
Congratulations to all! 17 | BillLaningham|  Asw-24|  Bishop, cAl 15674  147.38

21 Tony Davis HP-11A| Inyokern, CA 51.10 55.70
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How many tires will it take to retrieve a wayward p  ilot?

First impressions of flying the Dust Devil Dash and theigmgsadventures that come along with flying XC
By Tony Davis

The day started off on the right foot and just kept getiigtter from there. It started with the pilots’ briefivghen lan
finished the briefing, my crew was sitting on the other drii@bench from me and at the end of the meeting he stood
up and | proceeded to make my first out landing! After pickimygself up off the floor we started staging the glideis an
my crew then had problems with the radio, we managgdttthat fixed with a lot help from Harry Irvine and thea w
were off and running.

I managed to stumble into a boomer of a thermal rightfaidw and took it to 10k and started north. Listening to the
radio told me that maybe the weather forecast wasaoruring the briefing the forecaster stated that ganghsor
east would be best, but most of us went north and thaeg to be the best direction. At the start | could bdaers
struggling to stay up, so by the time | made it to thelsentl of Kelso valley the clouds were telling me ty stethe
east of the valley and that seemed to work for sewénad.

You just had to be patent and wait for the thermalsaid working and then follow them north. About then | spotéed
working the same thermal | was working only much lower, anddeedoing just fine in his 1-26, so that gave me more
confidence that | could make my next check point. If he thinksahemake it then | can, right?

Even my PDA was telling me that | could make it to Inyokéjast could not see the airport yet. | had no confidemce i
my ability to make it that far but as | was circlingtims last thermal | looked back to Tehachapi and reatiaat | was
definitely not making it back to Tehachapi without some wedkihe only thing to do was keep pressing north. As | did
| started finding better lift and by the time | made BooRielge | was back to 10k and still finding good lift.

Now I'm thinking I'm starting to get the hang of this thindled flying XC, when | get a call on the radio that ngw
is clueless to his location and he just blew a W.
on the trailer! So | turn towards Inyokern (I'm
passing it by now) and he tells me that Harry™
just stopped to help and then he calls again ¢
tells me that the CHP stopped and asked if h
needed a hand and that the spare is flat! Jus
received the first call | spotted a trailer on 39
and then | see a black and white pull up behi
it so | know where he is but he doesn't!

So | make the hard decision to go and land &
Inyokern and get him some help. Just as I'm?®
starting to get going and the next land out is
Lone Pine, | have to stop. Somewhere along.
way to this adventure | lost sight of the other”
necessary items we need to fly XC and have
happy crew such as, is the trailer in good she =+
Can your crew handle any situation that may,
happen? My father is 73 and | have no quest
about his driving (he has been a pro all his Ilic, SR S
but he was having a hard time dealing with the changing oa‘phea or jUSt unhooklng the trailer! Now add to that | had
neglected to brief him on the route that he would be driam@yyou get the results that | ended up with!

continued on page 5
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Safety Thoughts—New Challenges and Opportunities
by Jerry Clark

The developments which have caused OCSA to leave Hemeligtribute our equipment at different locations will pro-
vide some interesting challenges and some great opportu@ipesating from different venues always presents chal-
lenges but in this case it brings with it the opportunityege how other operations do things. When operating frorwa ne
location, we need to review the local procedures such as:

¢ How they run their launch
« What is the preferred pattern entry point and the recordetkpattern altitude
« What are special conditions to consider, such as the displa@shold at Warner Springs

« How do we deal with the mixed traffic (power & glider)Gal City. It is a public use airport and is set up diffdyen
than Hemet was. Warner Springs and Elsinore are bataterairports (as is MVA) and each of these operations
will be doing things differently than we may be used to.

When going to these different airports, we need to betsateve get a good briefing on the local operations and ex-
pected conditions. We need to make sure that we understaridhadipoints covered in the briefing and don't be afraid
to ask questions to clarify any point we are not sure abdeitshould make sure we know where it is safest toifand
case of an emergency. Where are the safest places tofiagort (like if we don’t make it back due to unexpected
conditions or bad planning).

Please review the airborne signals between the sailplarte\arpdane, especially those related to emergency or poten-
tial emergency situations that you can expect when opeiatitngse location, they may or may not be what we have
been trained to expect. Also review the signals to expefote and during the launch, some of these may be different
than we are used to.

Enjoy your experience at these different locations.
Fly Safe and Fly Far

(continued from page 4)

Thanks to the folks at Inyokern, | hitched a ride out®ttuck with a tank of air to fill the spare with andawe my dad
from the clutches of 395 and call it a day - or so | thdulsther getting back to the airport and derigging the glider w
decide to head for home back at Hemet and get there indmdenher. As fate would have it were not done with our
adventure yet! We are just turning off of hwy 14 and on to 88t Mojave, and the same tire blows on the trailer
again (we have only traveled about 60 miles)! So now we hawpare tire so we drop the trailer again and headtback
Tehachapi to look for a spare to barrow so we caraat gt the glider some place safe.

No luck finding a spare so we are left with leaving theeglsit on hwy 58 overnight until we can get a tire. (Remembe
this is late Saturday in the desert.) Larry and Jarskglark helped all they could but to no avail. Sundayos&ed

again in Tehachapi with no luck, so we headed down theohilojave. We found a guy willing to come in and sell us
some used tires and mount them on the wheels so we cafliggtagain, all the while hoping that the glider aradlér
are still there and undamaged. That’s when our luck chaogéle better, and we finally made it home late Sunday
with out any further incidents.

Lessons learned: start working on getting a crew togethémnaadivance of the flight, and both the trailer and tehi-
cle need to be in good shape, not just the glider! Planningnip planning!!!!
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November 2008

Zero Sink

Fourth Quarter 2009

“sun | don | Tue | ved |t | Pri | sar
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Board meeting

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Mary Rust
Coyote Dry Lake campout
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
General Meeting
Coyote Elections
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Thanksgiving
Day
29 30

December 2009

I T T T A T
1 2 3 4 5

NO Board
meeting
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Holiday Awards
Party
13 14 15 15 16 17 18
NO General Mtg
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Christmas Day
26 27 28 29 30 31

Instructor schedule is always subject to change. See the OCSA web site for updates.
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January 2010

I I N T R
1 2

New Year's Day

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Board Meeting

AMA Convention—Ontario

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
AMA—Ontario
17 18 19 20 21 22 23

General Meeting

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

SSA Convention—Little Rock, AR

31

February

4 Board meeting
20 General meeting
March

4 Board meeting

DA Floliday rParcty
ane fAlvwwards Dinner
Sunday December 6, 4:00 p.m.

20 General meeting

April 2009 Soaring Awards Atthe Orr's Home

1 Board meeting . . 15503 Orchid Ave.

17 General meeting | INStallation of 2010 Officers Tustin, CA 92782
Gift EXChange Please RSVP to
Bring a gift to exchange rsworden@aol.com

limit $15 or “white elephant”. or 714-998-2044
Watch the OCSA email for more details!
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C/O Roger Worden
3147 N. Hartman St.
Orange, CA 92865

Dated material—please deliver promptly

In thisissue:

President’s Message
Accomplishments

Flying the Jantar

Dust Devil Dash

Retrieving a Wayward Pilot
Safety Thoughts

Calendar
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Holiday / Awards Party




