
The Orange County Soaring
Association is a non-profit
organization that was established
in 1959 to promote and teach
soaring and provide soaring
activities for association members
and their families.

Our general meetings are usually
held on the third Saturday of each
month at Hemet-Ryan Airport in
Hemet, Ca. In addition to
reviewing club business, our
general meetings include social
activities and programs covering a
variety of topics related to the
sport of soaring.

For more information about the
club, email Membership Chairman
Larry Tuohino larswan@aol.com

Club operations are conducted at
Hemet-Ryan Airport. Call (951)
658-6577 for directions to the
airport, or go to our web page at
http://www.ocsoaring.org

Zero Sink is published quarterly.
Please email contributions to
rsworden@aol.com  Contributions
may be edited for content.

General Mailing Address:

OCSA
P.O. Box 5475
Buena Park, CA 90622
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 Believe and Soar
It’s hard to believe how fast this year is going by.  Many new members, many
checkouts, and group activities have made it a good fun blur.  Now let’s take
a look ahead!

The final weeks of summer are nearing, which means the Tehachapi campout
is around the corner. If you are considering going, it’s time to start making
plans.  Tehachapi is the most family friendly campout on the OCSA schedule. 
More spouses, friends and kids show up at Tehachapi for Labor Day (9/1-3)
than at any other of our campouts. Weather is generally very pleasant,
opportunities for non-flying activities abound, and the crews usually quickly
bond and create their own “alternative” program. Invite yours today! At the
Aug 18th General Meeting in Hemet the club will be conducting a Tehachapi
“nose count”. That information will calculate how many ships we will take.
Info on camping, hotels, food will be shared. I’m sure the BBQ will get
cranked up. So show up and be somebody!

Crews are also needed for the Sept. 8th Dust Devil Dash. This is a great way
to get a toe into the world of cross-country soaring. Pilots need a crew to
chase them at this event. Usually a vehicle, gas and lunch money are
provided and the post-flight stories from the ground are as good as the ones
from the air. If you are interested, let me know and I’ll hook you up.

The OCSA Board has been hard at work digesting the lessons learned at the
Twenty-nine Palms Winchfest with the goal of creating a set of basic rules
under which we will operate our winch. Safety will be #1.

OCSA has received a gift of a MicroAir radio for the Grob. This gives me
the opportunity to remind everyone how much this club operates on the
extraordinary benevolence of our members. Your dues are critical to
maintaining our aircraft, but it’s always nice when someone donates
something “extra” as that accelerates the club forward. OCSA is a non-profit
501c3 corporation, which means your contributions (though not your dues!)
may be tax deductible. Also consider when naming beneficiaries on insurance
and estate trusts leaving          (continued on page 2)



Flight Instruction

Please contact the Flight
Instructors well in advance
by phone or email so they
know they are needed on
their scheduled days. They
are under no obligation to
appear at the airport
unless notified. 

The preliminary instructor
schedule is listed in the
calendar in each issue of
Zero Sink. Always check
the OCSA web site for the
latest schedule.

Flight Operations
Club operations are conducted
at Hemet-Ryan Airport in
Hemet, CA with the following
aircraft:
Grob 103 N158SS
Blanik L-13 N510CS
Blanik L-13 N82756
PW-5 N982PD

Membership Fees
General Membership $25.00
Flight Group initiation $300.00
Student initiation $150.00
Family initiation $150.00
Flight Group monthly dues $55.00
Student Flight Group $25.00
Family Flight Group $25.00
Discount: Pay for 11 months up
front, and get 1 month free.

Dues
Monthly dues and any past-
due amounts are payable on
the first of each month. Send
checks to:
 OCSA
 C/O Jerry Snedden
 15403 Colleen Ct.
 Riverside, CA 92508
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Board of Directors

President:
Larry Tuohino (949) 548-7968
larswan@aol.com

Vice President:
Jeff Donoho (562) 868-2190
jdonoho@aol.com

Secretary:
Sumner Blanchard (562) 908-0785
sumsue@earthlink.net

Treasurer:
Jerry Snedden (951) 780-4537
jsnedden@roadrunner.com

Maintenance:
Tony Davis (951) 927-0161
dlvtofly@msn.com

Operations:
Dick LeBlanc (714) 281-2060 
eagle1@dslextreme.com

Safety:
Jerry Clark (562) 430-9737
jerryandclaire@verizon.net

Ex-Officio Members

Membership:
Larry Tuohino (949) 548-7968
larswan@aol.com

Zero Sink Editor & webmaster:
Roger Worden (714) 998-2044
rsworden@aol.com

Flight Instructors

Mary Rust (951) 927-6236
maryflies@roadrunner.com

Peter Foley (925) 708-5340
paddyboyfoley@yahoo.com

Tony Terrigno (760) 772-8480
a_terrigno@msn.com

Jim Bagley (760) 367-7726
jbagley@29palms.com

Rob Morgan (858)385-7833
LS-484@sbcglobal.net

(continued from page 1)
a slice for OCSA…I mention this because some clubs have received substantial gifts this way. Sometimes I think
we should start an OCSA Foundation to endow a “youth program”!

Fly the club equipment conservatively and we will prosper as a club. See you out and in the air soon!

Larry Tuohino
2007 OCSA President
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Women Soaring Pilots Assn. Seminar in Avenal, Calif ornia
by Mary Rust

A whole week of flying the Twin Astir was really a nice getaway for me! I met a lot of new girl glider pilots and
saw a bunch of old friends, some of whom I have known for as long as 25 years! My husband, Mike, learned to
crew and found out just how much fun these gals
are! Mike now knows all about putting the Twin
Astir together and taking it apart again. There
were lots of couples and a few other gentlemen
who came to help out or came as guest speakers.
So it wasn't all women. I would guess that it was
approximately 65% women.  

The soaring was fair, but not spectacular. We were
able to stay up a couple of hours flying locally each
day. Only Tuesday was a blow-out, with 20 knot,
90 degree crosswind, which threw lots of dust and
dirt right into the patio/clubhouse area. Not a fun
day! Most of the gals went swimming at the local
pool that day. The whole week was well-organized and the food was great, too! This was all done with only a
club operation (no FBO).

We did have one bit of excitement on one of the days, when one of the tow planes’ engine caught fire while
sitting and waiting for a glider to get ready for a tow. So the fire trucks were called out, and they quickly put out
the fire. Thankfully we had two tow planes. The other tow plane was the stronger one and was the tow plane I
needed anyway to tow the Twin Astir each day. Ours was the heaviest ship there! Sadly though, the elderly man
who owned the plane and who was the tow pilot, Loyal Savaria, had just lost his home to a fire a few weeks
before. So he hasn't had a very good year. We all pitched in to donate some money for him to get started in a
small temporary trailer.

There were several gals who wanted to try flying the Twin Astir, so I ended up doing some CFI-ing. That was
fun! Each one of them had flown a standard Grob 103 before, and they all marveled at how much different the
Grob 103 Twin Astir is to fly. The Astir flew well, but the instruments had some plumbing problems. (They have
already been fixed since I came back to Hemet.)

On one of the flights, we took along a Colibri Data Recorder, which can be used in place of a barograph, a
camera, and a written flight declaration when going for a badge or record. It has GPS and can be sealed by an
Official Observer. The soaring wasn't good enough for a record flight, but it sure was fun to bring back the Data
Recorder, download the flight into a laptop, and watch the entire flight in 3-D using the "SeeYou” program! So
now guess what is on my Christmas list! Mike could already see the writing on the wall. He laughed, because he
can read my mind! Well anyway, we've got to have that SeeYou program for a training tool. I can hardly wait to
show you how it works! The software is only about $175, but the Data Recorder is around $900. I haven't
decided yet on the latter.

I want to thank the club for allowing me to take the Twin Astir to the Women Soaring Pilots Association
Seminar this year. I really appreciate the help you all gave me getting it ready to go and then assembling it when I
came back! Thanks so much!!!



Page 4 Zero Sink Third Quarter 2007

News of the Crews

Mary Rust is now the CA soaring record keeper.
Ray & Mark Forsyth  signed off in Blanik L13.
Mark Forsyth  signed off in PW5.
Tony Davis signed off in PW5.
Lynn Ericksen acquired a Grob 102.

Jerry Snedden acquired an ASW-20.

Larry Torres  got checked out in the Blanik L13

New Members
� Larry Torres, PPG (flight group)
� Bob Hayden (general)
� TJ Stipati (general)
� Jason Benson (general)
� Tom Knowles (general)
� Kuo-Chong Lin (general)
� Gerald Athalakinan (general)

My First Flight in the Grob 103
by Tony Davis

For most of you who know me, this was not my first
flight, but my first XC flight in a sailplane! Since I have a
large amount time in the air under a “bag wing” (as the
hang glider pilots like to call them) flying XC is not new
to me. What is new is making a flight of about 30 miles
without much effort! It helps if you use a glider that has
great performance like our G103, and a great CFI along
for the ride. And he didn’t even do any of the flying after
the first thermal!

The call to go to the “S” ridge came and with 9k of
altitude under our belts it didn’t take a lot of coaxing for
me to head for one of my favorite paragliding spots. To
my amazement we still had about 8k of altitude to work
with and the next call came for us to head for the thermal
that Houdini was sitting in, so we joined him. After
tanking up and getting to 10k, Mt. San Jacinto was within
reach. Although no more lift was to be found and we
made the decision to head back with a good amount of
reserve altitude, we still made it to the mountain and back
with Idyllwild as a turn point on the return leg. (Just to
put it in perspective, I have done an XC from the “S”
ridge to Beaumont and back on a paraglider but it was
done at an average altitude of 4k and it took about 4
hours to complete.) This time, it was so clear that Catalina
was visible during the whole flight and we could just
cruise in a straight line for most of the way!

When we arrived back at Hemet we still had 7k in the
tank so I let Peter take it for the rest of the flight - the seat
was getting hard and I needed to take a break. Good point
for taking up a two-place ship! By the end of the day the
entire valley was going up and we could not get down, so
the second hand stopped at 2 hours and 50 min. on this
flight and whetted my appetite for more, and the strong
desire to get my own ship flying!



T-Shirt Contest   No, not that kind! When the current supply of OCSA t-
shirts is depleted, we’ll be changing to a new, modern style - designed by you!
Send us your design or sketch. You don’t have to be a great artist - we’ll get a
professional to turn the winning design into final artwork. Get your design to
Roger Worden, either electronically or on paper. We’ll post them on the web
site, vote in the fall, and announce the winner at the Christmas party.
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Safety Thoughts

Density Altitude

With OCSA’s upcoming outing to Tehachapi, I thought it might be appropriate to discuss Density Altitude and
its effects.

The basics: Standard Temperature  =  59ºF (15ºC) at Sea Level (0’ MSL).
Standard Lapse Rate  =  3.5ºF (2ºC) per 1000 feet above Sea Level.

Density Altitude increase for temperature above Standard  =  60’ per every 1ºF above Standard (105’ per every
1ºC above Standard).

What do we do with this information?

Mountain Valley Airport (MVA) in Tehachapi is at 4200’ MSL. 
A typical Summer day at MVA will be approx. 86ºF (30ºC).
Standard Temperature at 4200’  =  44.3ºF (we can use 44ºF)

86ºF - 44ºF = 42ºF above Standard Temperature

42ºF x 60’ (per 1ºF) =  2520’

4200’ + 2520’ = 6720’ Density Altitude (6700’ is close enough)

What are the effects?  

Indicated Air Speed (IAS) versus True Air Speed (TAS). 

As we know, TAS is approx 2% per 1000’ above 0’ MSL, so at a Density Altitude of 6700’ the TAS is 13%
greater than the IAS (Blanik pattern speed IAS 55 Kts; expect 10 Kts or more wind at MVA; will have a TAS of
62 Kts). This means that during landing, the ground speed will be considerably higher than you may be used to
when landing at sites with a lower altitude.

It also means that the tow plane will not have the performance that you might expect if you are used to flying at
airports with a lower altitude. 

Both these situations will result in higher energy during both take off and landing. 

For some of us this is old stuff but we all need to keep this in mind when flying at higher altitude airports on hot
days.

Fly Safe and Fly Far,
Jerry Clark
OCSA Safety
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Avoiding Ground Handling Damage
by Tony Davis

Some operational damage to our sailplanes is expected but nearly all ground handling damage is avoidable. 
When damage occurs everyone suffers as the aircraft is taken off the line and can not be flown by anyone. Hidden
damage is dangerous. We are all in this together; let’s maintain a “heads up” attitude to prevent needless damage.
Here are some common errors:

1. Forgetting to cover the pitots, letting water or bugs get in them. Then variometer is damaged from pressuring
to clear.

2. Leaving canopies unlatched at the end of the day and wind blows them open with damage.
3. Not checking tire pressures and tires/rims get damaged on landing.
4. Allowing guest to wear improper head gear and cracking canopy.
5. Failing to tie down tail prior to windstorm and nose hook is stressed.
6. Using too much force to assemble a misaligned part.
7. Failing to gently rinse dust from canopy prior to correctly polishing canopy fore and aft.
8. Washing aircraft and getting water into pitot and static openings.
9. Moving ships by the wingtips and damaging spar alignment.
10. Ground towing glider with too-short rope and, on stopping, hitting tow vehicle with glider.
11. Failing to do a post-flight inspection after hard landing.
12. Failing to tie rear seat belts/clear cushions when flying solo.
13. Leaving ship when not tied down.
14. Leaving canopy open and wind slams shut with damage.
15. Waiting for “someone else” to replace worn-out tiedown ropes.
16. Failing to report damage to the OCSA Maintenance Officer.
17. Not using a wing walker and hitting another glider.
18. Not removing TE probes and plugging the ports during the post flight.
19. Leaving the radio on or the master switch on (dead battery).

Winchfest 2007
Excerpt of article by Larry Tuohino. Complete text and pictures at http://www.ocsoaring.org/reports.htm

Interest in winch launching is growing rapidly in SoCal. With the innovation of plasma rope adopted by multiple
clubs in Region 12, it seemed timely to run an event gathering many winch enthusiasts together to compare and
learn from each others experiences. The goal was to share between clubs and experts skills, equipment, and
resources, as a first step towards establishing “best practices”.  Thus over the Memorial Day week, the
Twenty-Nine Palms Soaring Club, Associated Glider Club of Southern California, Orange County Soaring
Association, and Los Alamitos Civil Air Patrol Wing 41 all put their heads and efforts together over two back to
back weekends in 29 Palms.  The time we had is exemplified by the following comments:

“The weekend was great! Should have done it years ago. Winch launches are about the cheapest thrill ride you
can get in a glider – and you still get to go soaring after the launch!” – Bruce Markovich

“The helpfulness of the other two more experienced winch launching clubs was outstanding! What a great group
of glider pilots and winch drivers.  Everybody helped everyone!!!” – Mary Rust

... the Twenty-nine Palms Winchfest was fun and an interesting learning experience for all who attended.  The
fantastic soaring conditions made the event very satisfying for pilots. A new set of pilots was “signed off” for
ground launch and is now eager to use their skills. The gathering of clubs provided the opportunity for a social
event on a scale not generally seen in soaring except at competitions, conventions, and vintage meets. The
exchange of ideas will benefit the future success and safety of all winch operations on the West Coast. All clubs
came out of Winchfest encouraged to invest in the next steps to improve their operations.
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The Picture Page
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September 2007

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Tehachapi trip
Mary, Jim, Peter,
Rob, Tony

2
Tehachapi trip

3
Tehachapi trip
Labor Day

4 5 6 7 8
Dust Devil Dash
Peter, Rob

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
General meeting
Tony, Jim

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Flabob air show
Jim

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Mary

30

October 2007

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4
Board meeting

5 6
Peter

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Jim

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
General meeting
Family contest
Rob

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Tony, Mary

28 29 30 31

Instructor schedule is always subject to change. Se e the OCSA web site for updates.
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November 2007

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Board meeting

2 3
Peter

4
Daylight Saving
Time ends

5 6 7 8 9 10
Tony, Peter

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
General meeting
Elections
Jim

18 19 20 21 22
Thanksgiving

23 24
Mary

25 26 27 28 29 30

OCSA & Regional Activities

December
2 Christmas / Awards party

January
3 Board meeting
19 General meeting

February
7 Board meeting
16 General meeting

March
6 Board meeting
22 General meeting

April
3 Board meeting
19 General meeting

May
1 Board meeting
17 General meeting

June
5 Board meeting
21 General meeting

Go Fly Zone



C/O Roger Worden
3147 N. Hartman St.
Orange CA 92865

Dated material - please deliver promptly
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