
The Orange County Soaring
Association is a non-profit
organization that was established
in 1959 to promote and teach
soaring and provide soaring
activities for association members
and their families.

Our general meetings are usually
held on the third Saturday of each
month at Hemet-Ryan Airport in
Hemet, Ca. In addition to
reviewing club business, our
general meetings include social
activities and programs covering a
variety of topics related to the
sport of soaring.

For more information about the
club, email Membership Chairman
Richard Harwick ab4aw@pe.net

Club operations are conducted at
Hemet-Ryan Airport. Call (909)
658-6577 for directions to the
airport, or go to our web page at
http://www.ocsoaring.org

Zero Sink is published quarterly.
Please email contributions to
rsworden@aol.com  Contributions
may be edited for content.

General Mailing Address:

OCSA
P.O. Box 5475
Buena Park, CA 90622
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Labor Day Campout at Tehachapi
Fifteen OCSA members and spouses converged on Mountain Valley Airport
in Tehachapi for a great campout. The weather was great for soaring, and
not too hot for those who stayed on the ground: around 90 degrees and dry
with a nice breeze. Dozens of sailplanes were present, because of the
convention of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association (SHA) also being
held there, but the efficient pilots of three towplanes of Skylark North did a
great job of keeping the takeoff queue short.

Most people drove up Friday night, with Harry Irvine and Dave Raspet
doing the honors of towing up the PW5 and Blanik. Although it was a little
breezy, the drive up was uneventful and traffic seemed to be fairly light for a
holiday weekend.

Saturday dawned clear and calm, and the soaring forecast called for the lift
to be in the mid-400's. The ships were assembled by about noon, and after a
field briefing by local Mark Grubb, the flying started about 1:30 p.m. Since
none of the club instructors were able to come along on this trip, some of
the experienced pilots agreed to copilot with the students and newer private
pilots. Saturday was Larry Tuohino's day, and he introduced several of us to
the "ins and outs" of ridge soaring in the Blanik. Jerry S. and Harry I. flew
the PW5, Aaron M. and Jerry C. took turns in their Libelle, and Nick H.
flew one of Skylark's ships. It turned out to be a pretty good day for
soaring, with quite a few flights easily topping out at about 9400' MSL over
the local mountains and the Tehachapi valley. The cross-country pilots had a
good day too.

That evening our planned potluck merged with that of the HSA in a hangar,
resulting in a wonderful meal which included a manhole-cover-sized pizza!

Sunday started out a bit warmer in the morning. In the "map room", Larry
T. and friends gave an overview of the ridge routes of the Owens Valley and
the Sierras. The soaring forecast again called for 4 knots    (to page 3)
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Jerry Clark runs the wing

Aaron Munger in his Libelle

Tehachapi
(from page 1) or more of lift, and the
sailplanes started lining up for tows
about 12:30. Again some of the
experienced pilots paired up with the
students (Harry & Roger and then Dick
& Eric) for some fun and enlightening
hour-long flights in the valley and over
the Tehachapis. Harry flew the PW5,
Jerry his Libelle. The wives explored the
Tehachapi valley and picked some
wonderful local produce that would later
make its way into dinner. The
cross-country conditions were so-so... I
heard one flight called a "rock polishing
expedition" but successful nonetheless.

Dinner that night was another great
potluck, this time at the Worden's
campsite, with an abundance of barbeque, pasta, and those local veggies. The clear sky provided the
entertainment: against the brilliant background of stars we watched many satellites and meteors. Oh yes... let's
not forget dramatic readings by Eric from that sophisticated tabloid known as "The Weekly World News."

Monday was even warmer and
dead calm. The HSA had cleared
out the night before, but OCSA
was still out in force. The glass
ships headed north and kept
sending back some impressive (and
some desperate) reports on the
radio. Locally, Aaron put some
more miles on the Libelle while
Jerry C. and I took the Blanik up to
the nice cool air at 12,200 feet.
Then it was time to trailer the ships
and brag about our flights... and
wait for Larry to finally land.
Another great day for soaring from
Tehachapi!

Roger Worden
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Corona Air Faire
Your club participates in several air shows each
year, to help generate interest in soaring and to
communicate the fun of soaring with possible new
members. October 2nd was the Corona Air Faire,
held at Corona Municipal Airport. This show was
more of a static-display open house than an "air
show", but did include some demonstrations of
classic aircraft, skydiving, and radio control
aerobatics. We brought our PW5 to show, and as
usual it draws a lot of interest (although Nick's shiny
new Honda Rune motorcycle was a close second!)
A raffle of a free introductory flight attracted 31
entries. Thanks to Larry T., Jerry S., Nick H., Jerry
C., Harry I., Roger W., and Richard and Natacha H.
for working the show. Support your club and have
some fun by attending the next air show!

From the Chief Flight Instructor
Well, everyone, summer is gone!  The best of
soaring weather has slipped away for some of us;
but we do live in Southern California where not all
soaring activity dies as it does in other parts of the
country. So let’s become motivated for the next six
months or more to boost members to fly more
frequently, whether building up flight time or having
great fun flying ‘sin’ (without) motor or better said
‘soaring’!

Some of the following is a reminder that a safe pilot
is a proficient pilot, one that flies regularly in order
to maintain currency which encompasses discipline

made up of good habits which are difficult to retain
because bad habits creep in easily and stay!

We all need to demonstrate the above with each doing
their part such as:
• Assist in pre-flights of the aircraft no matter what

one’s certificate status.
• Students should be available so that they learn pre-

flight requirements.
• All members should sign up for the flights at

Sailplane Enterprise in order that each has their
scheduled turn. Note: an instructor may deviate
from this in order that a student may complete a
certain portion of their lesson. Example: if a student
is ready for solo or another flight is necessary to
overcome a deficiency.

• Solo students must have a proficiency check ride per
FAR’s each 90 days.

• Enter all flights in plane’s log sheet.
• Club planes have a flight check list, use them at all

times prior to takeoff.
• Lets all remember that “slow and low” kills!

Therefore, be aware of approaches to landings. No
cross controlling unless performing an intended
slide-slip with enough forward energy necessary, 

• Above all else, self evaluate your physical and
mental health every time you decide to fly. It should
be as close to 100% as possible to being alert and
well!!!!

The club has had excellent and talented members
contributing over the years helping each other for a
safe flying environment, so why not continue on the
same path. A good club atmosphere is essential to
having great safe flying fun for all!! Much more could
be written here, but for now lets concentrate on the
current issues of safety in all respects!!!

Tony Terrigno

P.S. I want to congratulate all those that have received
their private certificates this year as well 
thanking all the club officers and instructors for their
tireless efforts with the contributions to the club
members. Remember fly often, fly safe!!!!! 


